
 

OCTOBER 2009 

The Spur      

The Newsletter of Torbay Scouts       Est. 1953 
(Registered Charity No: 1027059)          www.torbay-scouts.com 

 

Sponsored by SUPERSALES OUTDOORS 
 

Photo: Steve Sheppard 

INTERNATIONAL SCOUTING COMES TO TORBAY  
On 3rd August Shorena Lomadze arrived from Georgia almost 

1 year to the day after Russia invaded Georgia. Her ambition was to 

meet with Scout leaders, especially those involved with Sea 

Scouting, so what better 
opportunity than to visit the 

National Sea Scout Jamboree in 

Nottingham where 3,000 scout met 

up to celebrate 100 Years of Sea 

Scouting. The activities included 
sailing, white water rafting, dragon 

boating, scuba diving, raft making, 

kayaking and water skiing. The 

ideas Shorena saw there she will 
take home to add to the Georgia 

Scout Programme and introduce Sea Scouting to the Scouts of 

Georgia.   

Shorena was hosted by 11th Torbay Sea Scout Group, which 
she enjoyed very much. The group was 14 Explorer Scouts, 16 

Scouts and 7 leaders. They took their safety boat and one dingy to 

Nottingham as well as a fleet of 

kayaks. The leaders all spent the 

week coaching the participants in 
kayaking and sailing. Shorena was 

impressed by the programme of 

activities, which included land and 

water activities and evening 
entertainment.  

http://www.torbay-scouts.com/
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The National team are to be congratulated on their 

organisation of this hugely successful jamboree. The 11th Torbay 

Scouts had a fantastic camp and were 
fed well with activities from 9 am to 

10.30 pm every day.  

This visit is Shorena‟s third visit 

to England, her first was to attend a 
training course at Gilwell (National HQ) 

and camp with Torbay Scouts and from 

this visit in 1997 she went home and 

started the Scout organisation of 
Georgia. From the 20 Scouts she had at 

this time her experience showed her 

how to build a strong structure of 

Scouting giving her the opportunity to visit 71 other national events 
in other countries and having exchanges with other national scouts. 

Her second visit was to bring 14 scouts from Georgia to the World 

Jamboree in 2007 a mind blowing experience for all who took part. 

This third visit was for „Sea Scout 100‟ where she has made 

exchange programmes with American and UK Scouts and this was 
also the first time the Georgian flag was flown at a National 

Jamboree.  Over the last five years Georgian Scouts have been 

brought over to work in a campsite in the UK to learn our camping 

skills and management techniques. Arranged by the Network Russia 
Scout Fellowship, this programme helps Scouting in Georgia to build 

their experiences and grow the organisation there.  

  From „Sea Scout 100‟ Shorena, who is the Chairman of the 

National Committee in Georgia, will take home many fantastic 
memories and books, badges and photos of her stay in Torbay. 

Shorena has now invited Scouts from Torbay to visit Georgia and for 

Georgian Scouts to visit 

Torbay. She would like to 

thank Terry Porter Group 
Scout Leader of the 11th 

Torbay Group for hosting 

her in Nottingham and also 

Steph and Kevin Roberts, 
which gives more good 

feelings and kindness. 

Shorena has had many 

visits around the world but 
her stays in Torbay in 1997 
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and 2009 will remain very special and she thinks one day she will 

return. She wants to thank the Scout Leaders and scouts who have 

helped her and made her so welcome in Torbay.  Shorena Lomadze. 
Shorena_scout@yahoo.com  Telephone +995 77 446 408  

Report sent in by Steph Roberts Chairman 11th Torbay Sea 

Scout Group. Telephone 01803 406169 texasoakclub@hotmail.com  

 
FROM THE BOROUGH COMMISSIONER 

Borough Annual General Meeting 

I would like to take this opportunity and say a big Thank You 

to all of you who attended the Borough Annual General Meeting at 
the Redcliffe Hotel, and hope that you found the talk on Shelterbox 

was very interesting.  I know I did. 
www.torbay-scouts.com 

The Torbay Scouts web site is looking good and packed with 

a wealth of information, but would be even better if you all use it to 

communicate your ideas and programmes to each other. If you have 

any ideas or comments on the site please contact Dave Parnell.  

World Scout Jamboree ï Sweden 2011 
If you are interested in applying for the Devon Leadership 

team for the next World Jamboree in Sweden I have some 

application forms, or they can be downloaded from the internet. If 

you are interested, the closing date for completed application forms 
has been extended, but I‟m not sure for how long, so if you are 

interested you haven‟t got a lot of time left, if any. 

Scout Fellowship 

If you attended the Borough Annual General meeting you will 
be aware that the Scout Fellowship is changing! Following a 

period of consultation and review, Scout Active Support becomes 

the new name from September 2009. Scout Active Support Units 

are:                                    • Practical 
• Supportive 

• Pro-active 

• Adaptable 

• Sociable 

• Approachable 
 Why Change?  The Scout Fellowship has played an important 

role in The Scout Association for over 30 years. During this time it 

has provided valuable support in a number of key areas. In 1998, 

Scout Fellowship adopted the motto „providing active support‟. 
However, as many members have acknowledged, Scout Fellowship 

mailto:Shorena_scout@yahoo.com
mailto:texasoakclub@hotmail.com
http://www.torbay-scouts.com/
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has become associated with more mundane activities and less of the 

challenge and adventure of Scouting. 

 Whatôs changing?  The name.  The most obvious change is 
the new name. Scout Active Support reflects exactly what this group 

of adults do: support Scouting. The Fellowship name will no longer 

be in use after 31 December 2010. 

                                       The structure.  Each Scout Active 
Support Unit is moving away from having a Chair, Secretary and 

Treasurer. Instead the Unit will be run by a Scout Active Support 

Manager who is appointed by the Group Scout Leader/relevant 

Commissioner through the usual appointment process. The 
Fellowship Chairman does not automatically become the Scout 

Active Support Manager. 

The Scout Active Support Unit is clearly linked into the existing local 

structures to enable the effective promotion of the support it offers. 
                                        How scout active support can be used 

within scouting.  A Scout Active Support Unit can be based at any 

level of Scouting, whether Group, District or County. A Unit should 

support Scouting at the level written in the service agreement.   

 Resources are available online at 
www.scouts.org.uk/activesupport and print to order from the Scout 

Information Centre. A range of Scout Active Support merchandise is 

also available from www.scouts.org.uk/shop  

 As a District we must..... 
1. Decide when to move Scout Fellowship to Scout Active Support. 

This must be before 31 December 2010. 

2. Appoint a Scout Active Support Manager for each Scout Active 

Support Unit. 
3. Assist the Scout Active Support Manager to appoint one or more 

Scout Active Support Coordinators (if appropriate). 

4. Work with the Scout Active Support Unit to write a service 

agreement to formalise how the Unit will support local Scouting. 

5. Review the Service Agreement annually, ensuring Scouting is 
supported in the best way, and the Scout Active Support Unit is 

effective. 

                                      Things to consider in planning the 

transition process: 
• Group Scout Leaders or District Commissioners with a Scout 

Fellowship in their District will decide when it will change to a Scout 

Active Support Unit. 

• Each Scout Active Support Unit must have a manager appointed 
by the Group Scout Leader, or District Commissioner as appropriate. 

http://www.scouts.org.uk/activesupport
http://www.scouts.org.uk/shop
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• If appropriate the Scout Active Support Manager can appoint one 

or more Scout Active Support Unit Coordinators. 

• Each Scout Active Support Unit must have a service agreement 
created that sets out what the Unit will do to support Scouting. 

• Ensure that the relevant Executive Committee has agreed the 

finances of the Scout Active Support Unit are integrated into local 

Scout Council accounts. 
• Consider whether each existing Fellowship will convert into a Scout 

Active Support Unit or cease. 

• The roles of ADC/ACC (SF) will end when Scout Active Support is 

introduced. Responsible commissioners need to think about how 
they match the current incumbents to the new roles. 

(Details taken from óWhy Change? Fellowship to Scout Active 

Support: Your Quick Reference guideô) 

 Something to think about but I would like to see the changes 
implemented sooner rather than later.  So with this in mind I have 

arranged a Team meeting for:  

Tuesday 27th October 

at the 20th Torbay (Grammar School) Scout Headquarters 

starting at 1900 Hrs. 
 All District Staff, Commissioners, and Group Scout 

Leaders/Leaders in Charge are invited to the meeting. 

Agenda Items so far are: 

Scout Fellowship & Training.  
If you have anything you would like put on the agenda for 

discussion please let me know as soon as possible. 

If any Group Scout Leaders/Leaders in Charge l would like to bring 

along their Group Chairman feel free to do so as they will be most 
welcome. 

 

FROM THE BOROUGH CHAIRMAN 

My thanks to everyone who supported the Borough AGM. It 

was well supported and it‟s always better to talk to a full room than 
a half empty one. The choice of venue was well received, as were 

the refreshments. 

Sally Yeo, our County Commissioner, updated us on the 

wider view and Linda Dewis, from Shelterbox, gave us an 
informative talk which appears to have inspired some Groups to act 

in a positive way already. 

Elected at the meeting were:- 

Treasurer – Keith Wilby 
Secretary - Becky Fuller 
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Hon Solicitor – Jeremy Craig 

Hon Architect – Lee Cochran 

Auditor - S Robert Pethick 
Two members to the Borough Executive – Stephen 

Perrelle and Terry Porter 

Two Young Persons – Beth Welby and Gary Price 

Borough Commissioner‟s Nominations – Georgina 
Hale, Brian Williamson, Peter Bishop, David Parnell. 

Next year we hope to have an even better attendance.   

Roger Avenall, Borough Chairman. 

 
BEAVER NEWS 

The next night hike for the Beavers will take place on Friday 

20th November.  Details are in the attached flyers.   

This years hike will be in aid of Rowcroft Hospice and in 
addition to the money raised from the walk, I have arranged to 

collect a number of collection boxes from Rowcroft so that the 

Beavers (and other sections) can collect and fill them up with loose 

change each week at their meetings. 

If you would like a box for your group, please contact me on  
01803 555519 or windsweptjulie@googlemail.com and I will get one 

to you ASAP.  Please try and help this worthwhile cause, even if you 

do not want to attend the hike. 

Please note, it is the responsibility of each group to arrange 
their own home contact and the permission forms should be 

retained by the individual groups for their own use - not sent to me. 

          Money and numbers for the hikers should be sent to me, no 

later than 10th November please, to 29 Borough Road, Paignton, 
TQ4 7DH.  Please make cheques payable to Torbay Borough Scout 

Council.  Hope to see you all on 20th and keep everything crossed 

for good weather! 

Christmas Party - I am still in the process of putting this 

together and will send details in the next few days via the Spur 
distribution list.  JulieSheppard District Beaver Leader.                          

 

LEADER TRAINING 

Will all TA's get back to me with the names of leaders who 
need to do the „Getting Started‟ modules 1-3?  I need some 

numbers so that we can get some courses up and running in 

Torbay.  We are now working on a supply and demand basis.  

Also, could the TA's let me know if they have a number of 
trainees needing a particular module? If there are enough people, 

mailto:windsweptjulie@googlemail.com
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then we can run one locally.  I am currently looking into a module 5 

– „Challenging Behavior‟, so anyone else is wanting this module then 

please let me know. 
Here are the dates for training sessions for 2009, please 

contact Tracey Samways, the local training manager for further 
details -  training.torbay@virginmedia.com  

Tue 10th Nov - Module 8 and 9 - Plymouth 

Tue 17th Nov - Module 14 - Exeter 
Sat 21st Nov - Module 10 - Plymouth  

Sat 21st/Sun 22nd Nov – Manager/Supporter Modules 20, 21, 22, 23              

& 24/26 Venue TBC,  An application form for these modules is 

attached. 

All Plymouth dates are held at Blindman‟s Wood 7pm start 
(except for the Saturdays which are 9.30 - 4)  

All Exeter dates are held at Little Silver 7pm start.  Torbay 

dates are 7pm start. 

Tracey Samways local training manager: 324 Lichfield 
Avenue, Torquay, TQ2 8AH.  Tel: 01803 324434. 

Email: training.torbay@virginmedia.com 

 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
 Our next fellowship meeting will be on Friday the 9th of 

October at the Half Moon Inn, Preston, starting at 7.30pm.  All are 

welcome. 

 The main item on the agenda will be the change to the 
Fellowship set-up.  In effect, the Fellowship will cease to exist and 

its replacement will be called „Scout Active Support‟ (S.A.S.?).  We 

hope to have this up and running in the Torbay District by the end 

of the year. 

 The change will work at two levels: 1. As a district group 
under a manager appointed by the Borough Commissioner.  2. As a 

unit of a Scout Group with GSLs appointing their own manager. 

 I understand that the scout shop has a list of new uniform 

bits that can be ordered, but these may not be compulsory.  John 
Hampton, Fellowship Chairman. 

 Help is needed for Car Parking Duties at the Halloween Disco 

on Saturday 31st October; contact David Johnson (details on back 

page). 
 

 

mailto:training.torbay@virginmedia.com
mailto:training.torbay@virginmedia.com
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KINGSWAY LODGE GUEST HOUSE 

4 STAR ACCOMMODATIONS IN A CLEAN 

AND COMFORTABLE INFORMAL ATMOSPHERE   

Lynne welcomes all to Kingsway Lodge, be it for visiting family, on 
business or simply a break away.  

Dogs are also welcome with well behaved owners. 
Kingsway Lodge has 5 rooms catering for single, double/twin or 

families. 
There is a ground floor room for those less able to make the stairs. 

A complimentary tray of refreshments with home made cake greets you 
an arrival. 

A lazy full breakfast is rounded off with home made preserves.  

Check the website  
www.kingswaylodgeguesthouse.co.uk 

Or give me a ring 01803 259 288  
95 Avenue Road Torquay TQ2 5LH  

 

CAMPSITE NEWS 

 Now that the camping season is coming to a close, a lot of 
help is urgently needed at the campsite to repair the wear and tear 

of the season and ready it for next year. 

 To this end, there will be a working party every Saturday in 

October from 10am to 4pm.  Anyone of the age of 13 years or over 
will be welcomed.  Contact Brian Williamson, the campsite warden 

on 01803 201270 if you can help, even for only one of the 

Saturdays. 

 

Your Campsite NEEDS YOU! 
Saturdays 10 till 4 

HELP IS URGENTLY NEEDED 

 

http://www.kingswaylodgeguesthouse.co.uk/
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BOROUGH DIRECTORY 

The 2009 directory is available at Rock Road. It is lilac in 

colour so please destroy any earlier versions. 
An electronic version is available on request. Please help me 

keep the directory up to date by notifying me of any changes.  

Roger Avenall. 

Please send any additions and alterations to Roger Avenall:  
roger.avenall@blueyonder.co.uk  Phone: 01803 390690   Mobile: 

07815 904530 

 

 Team Meeting 
Tuesday 27th October 1900 Hrs 

20th Torbay (Grammar School) Scout H Q 
All District Staff, Commissioners, and Group Scout Leaders/Leaders 

in Charge are invited to the meeting. 

Agenda Items so far are:  Scout Fellowship & Training. 

If you have anything you would like put on the agenda for 

discussion please let me know as soon as possible. 
If any Group Scout Leaders/Leaders in Charge would like to bring 

along their Group Chairman feel free to do so as they will be most 

welcome.  Ian Fisher 

 
 

SCOUT SHOP NEWS 

www.torbayscoutshop.co.uk 

The scout shop will be closed on the 29th October for half 
term. 

The on-line scout shop is working well with many successful 

orders. Some of you have said that all the activity badges are not 

listed but this is not the case. All badges are listed but as they are 

restricted items and only leaders can buy them, they are hidden 
from general view.  

Please log on to the site and email me so that I can upgrade 

your account, then next time you log on you will be able to view all 

the badges and order them.  Christine Price, scout shop manager.  
cwpscout@yahoo.co.uk  sales@torbayscoutshop.co.uk  01803 

201270 

 

 

mailto:roger.avenall@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.torbayscoutshop.co.uk/
mailto:cwpscout@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sales@torbayscoutshop.co.uk
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MOUSE HAT TRICK SPELLS DISASTER 

A recent foray into our camp stores told us that our mouse 

problem hadn‟t gone away.  I pulled out one of my bags of hats to 
find that they had been used as a general nest and latrine. 

At least 12 of my signature hats have had to be disposed of.  

Can you help?  Have you got any daft hats, brightly coloured beanie 

hats, hats you wouldn‟t dream of being seen in, lurking in the 
cupboard under the stairs?  I would be very grateful of any 

contributions to replenish my stock!  Nicky Parham 3rd Torbay 

(Shiphay) nicola.parham@sky.com 01803 391847 

 

DONôT MISS THE 

Halloween Disco  
 

Saturday 31
st
 October 2009  

Watcombe Campsite 
~ 

Tickets: £4 in Advance - £5 On the Door 

Family Ticket £15 [max 5 persons] 

Entrance fee [per person] includes a Burger or Hot Dog, Access to all 

events, Bonfire & Fireworks 
~ 

The Gates of Hades creak open at 19:00 
~ 

The Fancy Dress Competitionôs start at 19:15 
~ 

Tug óO War Competition [Scouts & Explorers] at 20:00 
~ 

Bonfire & ñOoh Urrghò Fireworks Show at 20:30 
~ 

Games, Events, Prizes, Fun and Food all night. 
~ 

Order your Tickets by 23 Oct through rjhale@hotmail.co.uk  

Or on [01803] 380105 

 

mailto:nicola.parham@sky.com
mailto:rjhale@hotmail.co.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Fri 9th Oct – Fellowship Meeting, Half Moon Inn, 7.30pm 

Tues 27 Oct ï Team Meeting, 7pm, 20th HQ 
Sat 31st Oct – Halloween Disco and Firework Display 

Tue 10th Nov - Training Module 8 & 9 - Plymouth 

Tue 17th Nov - Training Module 14 - Exeter 

Sat 21st Nov - Training Module 10 - Plymouth  
 

VISIT THE NEW 

TORBAY BOROUGH SCOUTS 

WEB SITE 

www.torbay-scouts.com 
PAIGNTON ZOO OFFER 

Please remember the great offer for Paignton Zoo whilst 

planning over the summer for your return in September!!  
For an organised event we have secured a price of 

£2.00 per child and leaders go free!!!!  Visits must be pre-

booked and a cheque for the total amount made payable to “Torbay 

Borough Scout Council”. This great deal will run from 1st June 2009 
to 31st August 2010.  

 Visits can take place at anytime the zoo is open and uniform 

should be worn.  Places at these prices are limited, so, to express an 

interest or to book your places please complete the attached 

booking form and return to Cathie Hewitt either by post or email. 
After payment your ticket will be sent out to you near to the time of 

your visit. 

 Any questions please contact Cathie on 01803 557455 or 

cathiehewitt@btinternet.com 
 

SPUR DISTRIBUTION 

If you know of anyone in your group - Leader, older 

scout/explorer, helper, committee member or parent - who would 
like the „Spur‟ by Email, please send me addresses.  The more 

people who read „The Spur‟ the more interest may be generated for 

Scouting in the Torbay District. David Johnson, editor. 

Anyone without Email can get a paper copy of „The Spur‟  by 
applying to the editor. 

http://www.torbay-scouts.com/
mailto:cathiehewitt@btinternet.com
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Some people have asked me how to print „The Spur‟ as a 

booklet.  If you want to know how I do it, send me an Email with 

„Print the Spur‟ as the subject heading and I will Email you back the 
instructions. 

Should you no longer wish to receive „The Spur‟, please Email 

or telephone the Editor. 

 

 

              
Footnote from the Editor 

Closing date for contributions to the October 2009 issue of 
The Spur is Thursday 24th September 2009 

Contributions should be e-mailed in Word please to: 

dhjohnson@blueyonder.co.uk or can be posted to 

David Johnson, 11, Boundary Road Chelston, Torquay. TQ2 6LR 
or by telephone (evenings 8 to 9.30) on 01803 605417 

mailto:dhjohnson@blueyonder.co.uk
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