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A NEW CHIEF SCOUT 
 The name of the new Chief Scout has been announced.  Bear 

Grylls, adventurer, explorer, author and TV personality (not to 

mention ex-scout) is to take over from Peter Duncan in July. For the 

official announcement, and to read all about it, log on to 
http://www.scouts.org.uk:80/ukleadership. 

 Amongst other achievements, Bear Grylls has climbed Mount 

Everest, and holds the world record for flying a powered paraglider 

over the top of the same mountain, attaining a height of nearly 

30,000 feet. 
 He says in a video on the Scout website that he is proud to 

become chief scout and wants to encourage more children to join 

the movement because it is such fun.  With his flair, enthusiasm and 

faith, he is sure to succeed in his new commitment. 
 Also, for the first 

time, we have a Chief 

Commissioner.  He is 

Wayne Bulpitt formerly 
Chief Commissioner of 

England (South).  

Wayne has been a 

member of the scout 

movement since the 
age of eight, and has 

held posts at all levels, 

including being 

chairman of the trustees and Bailiwick Commissioner for Guernsey, 
where he lives. 
 

http://www.torbay-scouts.com/
http://www.scouts.org.uk/ukleadership
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LOCAL CHANGES 

 You will know by now that Tony Croucher has relinquished 

his post of Borough Commissioner.  We must thank him for the work 
he has done over the past year and a half or so and wish him well 

for the future.  Take a break, Tony, and when you feel it is time to 

return to scouting I am sure there will be a post waiting for you.  

 Meantime, Ian Fisher has agreed to take the reins for the 
time being, whilst a new district team is formed. David Johnson, 

editor. 

 

FROM THE BOROUGH COMMISSIONER 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank Tony for all the hours 

of hard work he has put into the job of District Commissioner.  Tony 

had some very difficult decisions to make and faced an uphill battle 

with ever mounting demands on his time; he has done his best to 
take Torbay Scouting forward and that is all we ever ask. I know he 

would like to continue in scouting and I wish him well in whatever 

role he wants to pursue in the future. 

 I would like to continue with some of the work that Tony 

started and there are a few changes coming which are to be 
expected in our rapidly moving organization. 

 We need to work together and move forward for the good 

of Scouting in Torbay, it is also very important that we all know 

what is going on, so to improve communications to and from leaders 
I have arranged a meeting on Tuesday 9th June at the 20th 

Headquarters starting at 7.30p.m. This was initially set up for all 

Group Scout Leaders/Leaders in Charge, District team members and 

members of the Executive, but, if you feel you would like to attend 
or have someone in your group, i.e. Leaders, parents, helper‟s 

supporters etc. who may have something to contribute to the 

meeting – Please come along and bring them with you, your views 

and comments will be welcome. 

 We have some fantastic opportunities to contribute to the 
development of young people in Torbay, to help them achieve their 

full physical, intellectual, social and spiritual potentials, by giving 

them an exciting program of activities and adventure to help build 

them into the sort of adults to be proud of – that is why we are in 
Scouting - so lets all work together to achieve this. 

 Run to the Fun Camp This camp for Scouts and Explorer 

Scouts was run over the spring Bank Holiday weekend of the 22 to 

25 May 2009 at our Watcombe Campsite. What a weekend, 
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incredible weather, fantastic site and over 400 young people having 

so much fun right on our doorstep. 

The camp was open to all Explorer Scouts and Scouts who 
will be eligible to attend the Swedish Jamboree and the weekend 

was run as a mini Jamboree with different zones, Splash, Adventure, 

Challenge and Chill, which participants could visit. 

           A world jamboree only comes round every 4 years so this is 
probably the only chance these eligible young people will have of 

attending. The aim of the weekend was to find out as much as 

possible about the Swedish Jamboree, as well as meeting the other 

scouts who may be going.  
The weekend was a fantastic experience for all who attended, 

and allowed participants to get together and take part climbing, 

caving, kayaking, sailing, rafting and many other on and off site 

activities, they also had the chance to get first hand information 
about the Swedish Jamboree, an opportunity of a lifetime.  

Thanks must go to Andy Ellis, Paul Bailiss, Tracy Samways 

and David Moate for organizing the event.  

 County Get Together (Taken from Scoutabout) Come and 

join in the fun.  Your chance to meet the County Team and other 
Scouting colleagues from Devon 

Date: Saturday July 11th 2009 

Venue: South Dartmoor Community College, Ashburton, Devon. 

 The County Executive has decided to hold a County Get 
Together day where Leaders and Helpers can come and join in the 

different workshops on offer. It will also give you a chance to meet 

your County Team. 

 Workshops are being offered for: - Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, 
and Explorer Scouts. Any of the Leaders who attend one of the 

workshops, can count this as part of their ongoing training. 

 So that no one is left out, the County Executive is also 

putting on a Workshop to help District and Group Executive 

Chairpersons, Secretaries and Treasurers. This is designed to enable 
them to fully understand their roles within the District / Group. It is 

also open to Group Scout Leaders. 

Static displays will be situated around the area for the Scout 

Fellowship and International Program Support. Please come along 
and join us and meet other Leaders from different parts of the 

County. Maybe you will be able to swop ideas and make new friends 

- Who knows!  

Timetable 
10.30 am Registration with tea/coffee served. 
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11.00 am Chairman‟s welcome. 

11.15am 1 hour Section workshops. 

12.15 am Question Time. 
12.45 am Lunch Ploughman‟s with side salad. Fruit Coffee or Tea 

drinks. 

2.00 pm County Annual General Meeting. (Speaker- Chief Constable 

of Devon) 
4.00 pm approx. Finish 

 Refreshments will be available during the day and a 

complimentary Ploughman‟s Lunch, with side salad, followed by 

fresh fruit is being supplied. 
 To enable us to plan the catering arrangements, please let 

Margaret Jarvis have the numbers for people attending this event no 

later than Saturday July 4th. Telephone 01769 520312 or Email to: 

margaret.jarvis3@btinternet.com. 
 Training.  Did you know? Following completion of the 

Wood Badge, all Warranted adults must undertake an average of at 

least five hours ongoing learning each year, calculated over the 

period of the Warrant. 

Ongoing learning may take a number of forms. In essence 
any training, learning or development completed by the adult that is 

subsequently incorporated into their Scouting role is deemed 

appropriate. The maintenance of a current adult First Aid 

qualification/First Response certificate could be included as part of 
the ongoing learning requirement. 

The Association has some changes going on at present not 

least the changes to the appointments process with the introduction 

of a new module 37 for the Appointments Advisory Committee. 
Adult appointments within the movement are important to us all, so, 

if there is any one in your group that may be interested in joining 

the committee, please come along to the 9th June meeting where 

there will be a short presentation by a member of the county team, 

to bring you up to speed with the new system.  
There is also a need for additional Training Advisors in 

Torbay - the more leaders we have in this vital role the easier it will 

be for the few we have in the post at the present time. If there are 

leaders who would like to take on this vital role and attend Module 
25 Assessing Learning please let me know.  Ian Fisher 

 

 

 
 

https://webmail.blueyonder.co.uk/src/compose.php?send_to=margaret.jarvis3%40btinternet.com
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INVITATION 

 You are all invited to Watcombe Campsite on Saturday 13th 

of June for the dedication of a seat in memory of the late Paul 
Delaney.  Please arrive in full uniform at 3.15pm for a 3.30 start.  

Brian Williamson, campsite warden. 

 

BEAVER SCOUT NEWS 
 On Friday May 8th, 48 Beavers from three groups (the 6th, the 

11th and the 1st Stoke Gabriel), met at Clennon Valley car park for a 

hike around Clennon Ponds and the valley, a circular walk through 

woods and fields, after which they walked along the coast from 

Goodrington to Paignton Harbour.  Here they were treated to 
hotdogs and squash by a catering crew at the 6th HQ.  In spite of 

the disappointingly low turnout, they all enjoyed themselves on a 

glorious late spring evening.  A good time was had by all and £76.42 

was raised for The British Red Cross.  Thanks to Julie Sheppard of 

the 6th Torbay for organising the event. 
TORBAY BEAVER SCOUT 999 EMERGENCY SKILLS DAY 

Please see the attached flyer for parents and permission slip 

for the above event which is to be held on July 11th at Watcombe 

Campsite. 
          If your group would like to attend this event, please let Julie 

Sheppard have your numbers and payment no later than 4th July. 

Julie will also need to know how many Leaders/regular 

helpers will be accompanying the Children and their dietary 
requirements. If you have any queries, please contact Julie 

Sheppard: Email windsweptjulie@googlemail.com or 01803 555518  

 

mailto:windsweptjulie@googlemail.com
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CUB SCOUT NEWS 

The Borough Cub Scout swimming gala will be held on 

Saturday June 6th.   Please keep the weekend of June 19th to 21st 
free for the Borough Cub Scout camp.   

Saturday 4th of July is the Borough Cub Scouts First Aid 

Competition.  Details and entry form are attached to this Spur.  

  
PAIGNTON ZOO TICKETS 

We have managed to get a great deal on the entry price to 

Paignton Zoo for all Torbay Borough Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, 

Explorers and Leaders. Normal entry prices are £12.50 per adult 
and £8.80 per child.   

For an organised event we have secured a price of £2.00 per 

child and leaders go free!!!!  

Visits must be pre-booked and a cheque for the total amount 
made payable to “Torbay Borough Scout Council”. This great deal 

will run from 1st June 2009 to 31st August 2010. Visits can take 

place at anytime the zoo is open and uniform must be worn.   

Places at these prices are limited, so, to express an interest 

or to book your places please complete the booking form and return 
to Cathie Hewitt, either by post or email. After payment your ticket 

will be sent out to you near to the time of your visit. 

          Any questions please contact Cathie on 01803 557455 or 

cathiehewitt@btinternet.com 
 

BEAVERS HELP THE LIFEBOAT 

On November 28th 2008, Torbay Borough Beaver Scouts 

embarked on their 3rd Annual fundraising hike. Over 120 Beavers, 
leaders and parents 

gathered at Broadsands 

car park to walk the 

coastal path back to the 

6th Torbay headquarters 
at Paignton harbour. 

Hotly pursued by 250 

Cub Scouts, the 

Beavers raced back to 
the headquarters to eat 

hotdogs and soup!    

The Beavers 

Scouts managed to 
raise £134.17 for Torbay RNLI and on May 18th 2009 a cheque was 
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presented to the RNLI by the 6th Torbay Beaver Scouts. The Beavers 

were invited to visit the boathouse and went on board the lifeboat.   

Julie Sheppard, District Beaver Leader.  
 

TEN TORS 

 Congratulations to the 20th Torbay (Grammar School) 
Explorers who for the second year running were first home in the 

Ten Tors Challenge, this year in the record time of 17 hours 17 

minutes for the 45 miles.  The team members were: Luke Hayward, 

James Putt, Adam Rickets, Barcley Spicer-Jenkins, James Stevens 
and Oliver Syrett.  „Well Done‟ to you all. 

 

LEADER TRAINING 

Here are the dates for training sessions for 2009, please 
contact Tracey Samways, training.torbay@virginmedia.com  the 

local training manager for further details. 
Tue 9th June - Module 8 - Exeter 

Sat 20th June - Module 10 - Plymouth 

Thurs 10th Sept Module 16 - part one - Date and location TBA 

Tue 15th Sept - Module 18 - Exeter 
Fri 25th to Sun 27th September - Module 16 - pt 2 - Watcombe 

Campsite. 

Tue 29th Sept - Module 5 - Plymouth 

Tue 10th Nov - Module 8 and 9 - Plymouth 
Tue 17th Nov - Module 14 - Exeter 

Sat 21st Nov - Module 10 - Plymouth  

All Plymouth dates are held at Blindman‟s Wood 7pm start 

(except for the Saturdays which are 9.30 - 4)  

All Exeter dates are held at Little Silver 7pm start.  Torbay 
dates are 7pm start. 

Please note Tracey Samways new address: 324 Lichfield 

Avenue, Torquay, TQ2 8AH.  New phone number 01803 324434. 

 
BOROUGH DIRECTORY 

I am about to publish the latest District Directory, however I 

have not had replies from the following Groups with updated details. 

17th Torbay                            1st Marldon 
1st Stoke Gabriel                     3rd Totnes 

          Please return your slips ASAP as I need to go to print by 15th 

June 2009.  Roger Avenall:  roger.avenall@blueyonder.co.uk  

Phone: 01803 390690   Mobile: 07815 904530 

mailto:training.torbay@virginmedia.com
mailto:roger.avenall@blueyonder.co.uk
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KINGSWAY LODGE GUEST HOUSE 





Lynne welcomes all to Kingsway Lodge, be it for visiting family, on 
business or simply a break away.  

Dogs are also welcome with well behaved owners. 
Kingsway Lodge has 5 rooms catering for single, double/twin or 

families. 
There is a ground floor room for those less able to make the stairs. 

A complimentary tray of refreshments with home made cake greets you 
an arrival. 

A lazy full breakfast is rounded off with home made preserves.  

Check  the website  
www.kingswaylodgeguesthouse.co.uk 

Or give me a ring 01803 259 288  
95 Avenue Road Torquay TQ2 5LH  

 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

John Hampton writes:  I can report that we are managing to 

move forward in the Torbay area and that we are very keen still for 

new members to come and swell our ranks. 

By the time this „Spur‟ comes out we will have made our 
mark at „Run for the fun‟, even if it was stopping cars and vans with 

their trailers going over the grass. 

Cub First Aid Competition 2009, Saturday 4th July.  We need 

your teams!  Get on to Dave Parnell for your place; he is waiting to 
hear from you.  (An entry form is attached to this Spur – editor). 

 The Fellowship AGM will be held in the new hall at Watcombe 

Campsite on Saturday 13th June at 11am. 

 
FIRST AID TRAINING 

First Aid training and retraining is picking up quite well in the 

district, both with Leaders and children, says John Hampton. 

 I am well aware that some groups have their own in-house 

trainers and it is very good may be up to date information. But I feel 

http://www.kingswaylodgeguesthouse.co.uk/


 9 

we should all be using the same material for this with the guide 

lines I have been using what I think is a good book and a power 

point to go with it. 
 The idea is to complement your skills my aid is not to tell you 

what to do. For more information please contact John Hampton on 

01364 642770 or Email john@tq10wanadoo.co.uk  

 
APPOINTMENTS 

Welcome to our new Appointments Secretary Lynne Davis who can 

be contacted at Kingsway Lodge Guest House, 95 Avenue Road, 

Torquay, TQ2 5LH.  Tel: 01803 259 288, Email: 
kingswaylodge@hotmail.co.uk  Lynne says, “It would be very helpful 

to me if the new AA forms were now used. These can be obtained 

from Scout HQ free of charge, just a phone call away.  I do have a 

small pile if required”. 
 

SCOUT SHOP NEWS 

www.torbayscoutshop.co.uk 

The Borough executive has agreed that there are to be no 

more credit facilities at the shop. There are still some amounts 
outstanding if these could be paid as soon as possible. 

I am looking to retire from the shop as soon as possible so if 

anyone would like to come and help for a while with a view to taking 

over the running of the shop, please contact me. 
The new catalogue is now available.  The BIG ADVENTURE 09 

BADGE @ £1.00 is now available to order (I will not be keeping it in 

stock).  Christine Price, scout shop manager. 01803 201270 

sales@torbayscoutshop.co.uk  
christine@christineprice7.wanadoo.co.uk   

  

Support Your Scout Shop 
Now online at 

www.torbayscoutshop.co.uk 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sat 6th June – Borough Cub Scout swimming gala 

Tue 9th June ï BCôs Meeting, 20th HQ, 7.30pm 
Tue 9th June - Training Module 8 – Exeter 

mailto:kingswaylodge@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.torbayscoutshop.co.uk/
mailto:sales@torbayscoutshop.co.uk
mailto:christine@christineprice7.wanadoo.co.uk
http://www.torbayscoutshop.co.uk/
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Sat 13th June – Fellowship AGM 11am at the Campsite 

Sat 13th June – Dedication Service 3.15 at the Campsite 

Fri 19th to Sun 21st June – Borough Cub Scout Camp 
Sat 20th June - Training Module 10 - Plymouth 

4th July – Cub Scout First Aid Competition 

Sat 11th July County Get Together 

Sat July 11th – Beavers‟ 999 day 
Thurs 10th Sept Training Module 16 – pt 1 - Date and location TBA 

Tue 15th Sept - Training Module 18 - Exeter 

Fri 25th - Sun 27th Sept - Module 16 – pt 2 - Watcombe Campsite. 

Tue 29th Sept - Training Module 5 - Plymouth 
Tue 10th Nov - Training Module 8 & 9 - Plymouth 

Tue 17th Nov - Training Module 14 - Exeter 

Sat 21st Nov - Training Module 10 - Plymouth  

 
GROUP NEWS 

THE 10th Torbay Sea Scout Group is having a Bingo Night 

on Friday 12th June 7pm. There will be bingo, refreshments and 

raffle prizes All are welcome. 

Also, on Saturday 4th July, the 10th is holding a Race Night 
at the Babbacombe Sailing club, St Marychurch starting at 7pm. 

 

ADVERTISE IN THE SPUR 

 Do you run a shop or business, or know anyone who does, 
which might benefit from advertising in „The Spur‟.  For a modest 

donation, an advert could be placed here that could help in these 

hard times.  If scouts know that a business is run by scouts they 

would surely be inclined to give support.  Contact the editor to 
discuss your requirements. 
 

SPUR DISTRIBUTION 
 Emails to the following are returned as undeliverable, so they 

do not get their copy of „The Spur‟: Andy Ellis, Barbara Harding, Ed 

Pyle and Janet Bolt.  If you are in touch with any of these, will you 

please ask them to Email me on dhjohnson@blueyonder.co.uk so 

that I get their correct addresses. 
If you know of anyone in your group - Leader, older 

scout/explorer, helper, committee member or parent - who would 

like the „Spur‟ by Email, please send me addresses.  The more 

people who read „The Spur‟ the more interest may be generated for 
Scouting in the Torbay District. David Johnson, editor.  

mailto:dhjohnson@blueyonder.co.uk
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Some people have asked me how to print „The Spur‟ as a 

booklet.  If you want to know how I do it, send me an Email with 

„Print the Spur‟ as the subject heading and I will Email you back the 
instructions. 
 

              
 

Footnote from the Editor 

Closing date for contributions to the July 2009 issue of 

The Spur is Wednesday 24th June 2009 

Contributions can be e-mailed in Word please to: 
dhjohnson@blueyonder.co.uk or can be posted to 

David Johnson, 11, Boundary Road Chelston, Torquay. TQ2 6LR 

or by telephone (evenings 8 to 9.30) on 01803 605417 

 
 

mailto:dhjohnson@blueyonder.co.uk
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